
  

Department of English, Foreign Languages and Philosophy 
McBrien Hall, Suite 137 

FRESHMAN ENGLISH A 
FALL 2017 

English 1463 Section 11 
MWF 2:00 – 2:50 p.m. MB 304 

 
 
Instructor:  Stephanie Williams 
Office Location: Evans 103B 
Office Hours:  MWF 11:00 – 11:45 a.m. and 1:00 – 1:45 p.m. 
   TR 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Preferred Contact: Email willias@hsu.edu  
Additional Contact: 501-747-8596 (text with name and class) 
 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK 
 

 How To Write Anything: A Guide and Reference with Readings 3rd edition with 2016 
MLA Update, by John J. Ruszkiewicz and Jay T. Dolmage. ISBN: 978-1-319-08572-8.  
You should bring your book to every single class period.  

 Blackboard Access 
 Pens/pencils and paper for any in-class writing. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 
 
The following statement comes directly from the course catalog: 
 

ENG 1463 (ENGL1013) Freshman English A 
A course designed primarily to develop in the student, by working with a variety 
of texts, the ability to read with understanding and appreciation, to think 
coherently, to gain knowledge of the structure of the language, and to write 
clearly and effectively. Must be completed with a “C” or better. Prerequisite: 
ACT score in English of 19, or equivalent score on alternate test, or a “C” or 
better in ENG 0423. 

 
The following information comes directly from the English 1463 and English 1473 Common 
Syllabus (Spring 2013): 
 

 



 
PREREQUISITES 
 
ENGLISH 1463 
To enroll in ENGLISH 1463, Freshman English A, a student must have an ACT 
English score of 19 or above, an SAT English score of 470 or above, a 
COMPASS English score of 75 or above, or an ASSET English score of 45 or 
above. Students whose scores are below the above mentioned ones must complete 
ENGLISH 0423, Basic English, with a grade of C or better before enrolling in 
English 1463. 
 
FRESHMAN A: GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
Students in Freshman A will 
 

1) Develop logical and thoughtful arguments in clear, effective, grammatically 
correct prose, using credible evidence. Students will demonstrate the ability to 
a) write in standard academic English; 
b) identify major grammatical, stylistic, mechanical, and punctuation errors;  
c) vary style according to the needs of various audiences, purposes, and topics. 
 

2) Comprehend the importance of rhetoric as a means of communication, persuasion, 
and problem-solving. Students will demonstrate the ability to 
a) identify and analyze a rhetorical situation; 
b) identify audience, purpose, persona, argument, etc.; 
c) write for audiences at appropriate levels and with appropriate purposes; 
d) vary style according to the needs of various audiences, purposes, and topics. 
 

3) Understand that researching and writing about an issue is a way to contribute to a 
larger conversation about that issue. Students will demonstrate the ability to 
a) conduct research – library, web, field; 
b) identify critical/academic/peer-reviewed sources as opposed to the 

alternatives; 
c) write a researched argument; 
d) avoid logical fallacies and other kinds of faulty reasoning; 
e) evaluate evidence for credibility and relevance; 
f) cite/document sources according to MLA format. 
 

4) Critically analyze and interpret nonfiction texts by discovering purposes behind 
the writings and understanding the different types of rhetorical devices used to 
carry out these purposes. Students will demonstrate the ability to 
a) summarize and analyze texts; 
b) evaluate a given text using set criteria. 
 

5) Engage critically, logically, and coherently with a variety of perspectives, 
cultures, and worldviews. Students will demonstrate the ability to 



a) recognize cultural differences; 
b) evaluate the quality of an argument and counter argument. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 
 
Major Writing Projects (50% of course grade): 

Fifty percent (50%) of your overall course grade will come from three (3) major writing 
assignments. Each project will consist of at least one working draft and an in-class peer review 
session. Any of the projects may end with a written reflective piece as well. More detailed 
assignment information will be provided and discussed during class sessions. 

All major writing projects will have stated due dates. Your grade on any assignment will be 
reduced by ten (10) points (the equivalent of one letter grade) for each calendar day late 
(including weekends and holidays). 

Technology malfunctions (e.g., computer or printer problems) are not valid excuses for missed or 
late work. Points will be deducted accordingly. Personal computer failure is frustrating; however, 
the late work policy will be implemented. I strongly urge you to back everything you produce up 
to an external source, e.g. your Google drive or another cloud.  Please keep in mind that last 
minute problems occur when functioning in last minute situations. 

Final Digital Portfolio (10% of course grade): 

Ten percent (10%) of your overall course grade will come from a final digital portfolio, which is 
instead of a final exam.  You will use Google Sites, Weebly, WordPress or similar free web 
hosting application to create a digital portfolio of your writing from the semester.  You will 
create a portfolio of your work that cohesively presents a reflective argument as to how your 
work has achieved the objectives for this class. You will make your projects (along with their 
preliminary drafts, revisions, etc.) available on one site. You will aim to create a portfolio that is 
aesthetically appealing, easily navigable, comprehensive, and applicable to the outcomes 
statement.   

In the portfolio, you will analyze how you have achieved the course learning objectives, the 
Freshman English A Goals and Objectives (see page 2). Essentially, the assertion in the portfolio 
is: “Here are the skills and knowledge that I have learned this semester, and here’s the evidence 
that I have acquired these skills and this knowledge.”  The evidence in the portfolio is crucial; 
you should draw on all sorts of sources you’ve developed throughout the semester as evidence 
(i.e., work that demonstrates your learning: all drafts from each project, mini projects, and 
class/daily work).    



The portfolio must include all major projects, or the portfolio will not receive a passing grade. It 
is recommended that you work on this portfolio throughout the semester. Please do not wait until 
the last few weeks of class to begin this project. 

Daily Work (20% of course grade): 
 
Twenty percent (20%) of your overall course grade will come from what I call “Daily Work.”   
Writing is a learning experience. The only way to improve writing is to write; therefore, you will 
have regular in-class assignments, homework assignments, and journaling assignments. These 
assignments will include collaborative (group) assignments, writing in response to reading 
assignments, and other low-stakes writing.   
 
As a general rule, these assignments cannot be “made up” and will not be accepted late. 
 
Participation/Attendance (20% of course grade): 
 
The remaining twenty percent (20%) of your overall course grade will come from 
participation/attendance.  You are expected to attend every class, arriving on time and not 
leaving early, being prepared for and participating in class activities/discussion.  
 
Each class period is “worth” three (3) points: 1 point for being present; 1 point for being on time 
and not leaving early; and 1 point for being prepared, with necessary supplies, and participating. 
Absences or excessive tardiness will result in a deduction of your participation grade. Further, 
should tardiness become a disrupting issue, the instructor may implement a “later than 5 minutes 
equals absent” policy.  
 
Grading Scale and Passing Policy: 
 
The grading scale is as follows: 

 90-100  A 
 80-89  B 
 70-79  C 
 60-69  D 
 59-below F 
 
To progress from Freshman A to Freshman B, a student must complete Freshman A with a grade 
of C or better. A student may not be concurrently enrolled in the courses. 
 
Students must submit all major writing projects to earn a chance of a passing grade. 
 
Absences: 
 
Every class period is important and directly affects your overall grade through participation 
points (explained above) and daily work.  You may miss no more than six (6) class periods 
during the semester. On the seventh (7th) day of missed class, you will no longer be able to 



earn a passing grade regardless of your calculated grade. The instructor reserves the right to 
drop you from the course or report a non-passing grade if you miss 7 or more classes.  The only 
absences that will be excluded from this policy are those required to fulfill military duties or for 
a University-sanctioned activity, such as athletics; instructor requires written notice of such dates 
at the beginning of the semester and IN ADVANCE of the absence. 
 
THE WRITING CENTER 
 
The Writing Center: The Writing Center is a free service dedicated to helping you in your 
writing at any stage of your writing process; the Center offers one-to-one tutoring, workshops, 
and other services on writing and research documentation guidelines. You can log on 
to http://hsu.mywconline.com and make an appointment with a tutor for a tutoring session. For 
more information, visit the WC homepage at http://hsu.edu/writingcenter/or call 870-230-5434, 
or just stop by McBrien 108. Hours of operation are 8:00 AM-4:00 PM & 6:00-8:00 PM 
for Monday through Thursday and 9:00 AM-3:00 PM for Fridays. 

POLICY ON PLAGIARISM 

We will discuss plagiarism extensively this semester. Plagiarism in any form will not be 
tolerated, and ignorance will be no excuse. If you are unsure how to document information, talk 
to the instructor. Any student who plagiarizes will receive an “F” for this course and will be 
reported to the chair of the English Department and the Dean of Ellis College of Arts and 
Sciences. Note that, upon the second reporting of plagiarism OR if the plagiarism is deemed 
blatant, you may be expelled from the University. 

CLASSROOM COMMUNITY 

Students are entitled to receive instruction free from interference by other members of the class.  
Proper classroom etiquette demands that students behave professionally, courteously and 
respectfully toward each other and instructor. Inappropriate behavior – whether explicit or 
passive – disrupts the learning community.  The instructor may dismiss a student from class if 
the student’s behavior disrupts the educational process; the dismissed student will be marked 
absent.  

POLICY ON ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
 
As a classroom community, we all value the time and presence of one another; this is why it is 
very important not to interrupt someone’s learning experience. If you intend to use electronic 
devices, such as laptops, tablets, and phones, to take notes and aid in your participation in our 
class, discuss your plans with the instructor in advance. Any electronic devices in the classroom 
must be on “silent” setting to not disrupt the class. Whether your use of an electronic device 
constitutes disruption is according to the instructor’s sole discretion. If the instructor determines 
a disruption is occurring, you will be dismissed from class and marked absent.  



DISABILITY STATEMENT  

This policy statement comes directly from the Disability Resource Center Assistant Director: 

Students with disabilities:  Anyone who feels he/she may need an academic accommodation 
based on the impact of a disability (e.g.: sensory, learning, psychological, medical, mobility) 
should contact me to arrange an appointment to discuss your needs.  I rely on the Disability 
Resource Center for assistance in verifying your eligibility for academic accommodations related 
to your disability.  If you have not previously contacted the Disability Resource Center (Foster 
Hall first floor, 870-230-5475), I encourage you to do so.  For more information, visit the 
website: http://www.hsu.edu/TRIO/Disability-resource-center.html 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

The instructor will provide a tentative course schedule for the semester during the first week of 
class but reserves the right to alter said schedule during the term as necessary.  

  



FRESHMAN ENGLISH A 
PROJECT 1 – ASSIGNMENT INFORMATION SHEET 

Literacy Narrative (100 points) 
 

 
DESCRIPTION 
 

For project 1, you will write a literacy narrative, in which you tell the story of how you 
became a reader and writer. You might choose to simply recall how you learned to read or write. 
Or, if you like writing or want to pursue a writing career, you could explain why. You might also 
describe books that had lasting effects on you. See Chapter 1 and, specifically, Assignment 1 on 
page 35 for more direction. 

Literacy narratives are a subgenre of the narrative genre. Remember that narratives tell 
stories, develop characters, give details and make points.  You must consider your purpose and 
audience, while choosing a manageable angle and appropriate structure. Your broad purpose is to 
explain how you became a reader and/or writer; however, the angle you choose will determine 
your more specific purpose. Your audience is me, your instructor. 

Using first person is acceptable; using figurative language (e.g., similes and metaphors) 
and active (rather than passive) voice is encouraged. Remember that dialogue can bring your 
story to life! 
 
DETAIL REQUIREMENTS 
 

All versions of this project should be typed, double-spaced, in 12-point standard font, 
with one (1) inch margins on all sides.  Use your book to determine how to format a paper using 
MLA guidelines (see Chapter 46). Your paper should be no less than two (2) pages in length, not 
including any citation pages. Sources are not required for this paper; however, if you use any 
information outside of yourself, you should cite your sources using MLA guidelines. 

 
IMPORTANT DEADLINE INFORMATION 
 
Mon Sept 11 Draft due before class     20 points 
Fri Sept 22 In-Class Peer Review (bring new version to class) 10 points 
Mon Sept 25 Final Project 1 due before class   50 points 
Mon  Sept 25 Project 1 Reflection due before class   20 points 
 
All papers should be turned in via the appropriate assignment link on Blackboard in the Project 1 
folder (there are separate links for the Draft, the Final, and the Reflection). Submit your papers 
as ATTACHMENTS in Microsoft Word (.doc or .docx) or Rich Text Format (.rtf). DO 
NOT submit PDFs, Mac versions (e.g. Pages), or share a link from a cloud (like Google Docs or 
Microsoft Share Online. The time due is the time class begins (2:00pm); anything turned in after 
this time will be docked as late (see syllabus). Plan ahead so that you are not late to class. On 
Peer Review day, bring a new version of your paper in hard copy (or have access on your laptop) 
to class to exchange with a classmate. 

  



FRESHMAN ENGLISH A 
PROJECT 2 – ASSIGNMENT INFORMATION SHEET 

Annotated Bibliography (100 points) & Informative Report (100 points) 
 

 
DESCRIPTION 
 
Project 2 has two parts: Project 2a focuses on finding and evaluating sources, and Project 2b 
emphasizes integrating sources with your own ideas. This project directly relates to textbook 
chapters 2 (Reports), 11 (Annotated Bibliographies), and 12 (Synthesis Papers) as well as Part 7 
on Research & Sources.   

 
Project 2a: Annotated Bibliography (100 points) 

You will compile an annotated bibliography of research you conduct on a serious topic 
related to your major. You are expected to conduct sufficient research for your subject matter 
and audience and document every source you discover in your annotated bibliography. An 
annotated bibliography lists every source located during research while a works cited page lists 
only those sources used in your paper.  An annotated bibliography lists sources located during 
research and generally includes additional information beyond the source citation.  Your 
annotated bibliography should include the following information for each source: (1) complete, 
correct citation sentence in MLA format; (2) brief summary of source in your own words; (3) 
evaluation of the source (credibility, accuracy, reliability, etc.); and (4) statement of relevancy to 
your Project 2b paper. 

 
Project 2b: Informative Report/Research Paper (100 points) 

You will write a factual, informational report on a serious topic related to your major (the 
same topic you researched for Project 2a). You must use a majority of the sources identified in 
your annotated bibliography but should use additional sources as well (primarily field). The 
“additional sources” are required because research papers do more than just report what sources 
say (that’s a literature review). Research papers offer something new – your own findings; 
previous research is used to illustrate what’s already known on the topic.  

 
NOTE ON CHOOSING A TOPIC:  

This project will take a significant amount of time and energy on your part; therefore, you 
should choose a topic that interests you. Part 3 in your book has information on brainstorming 
for ideas.  You should strive to choose a legitimate academic topic in which you have a personal 
interest, that allows you to locate adequate source material, and that is flexible enough to alter 
(without the need for re-start) should you run into obstacles. While no topic is absolutely off-
limits, you should be careful to avoid overly broad and highly-controversial topics (e.g., 
abortion, gun control, and gay marriage) UNLESS it is related to your major and you intend to 
provide a unique and/or creative perspective. See “How to Write a Research Paper” from 
Georgetown University (provided as a PDF with this information sheet) and consider asking a 
librarian for help honing in on a topic. 

 
Both annotated bibliographies and informative reports are considered academic research genres. 
Your purpose in the annotated bibliography (Project 2a) is to compile what research has been 



done on your topic and evaluate the sources for use in your own research paper. Your purpose in 
the informative report (Project 2b) is to share what’s known and what you’ve discovered on the 
topic. Your audience for both is me, your instructor. 
 
DETAIL REQUIREMENTS 
 
All drafts and the final of this project should be formatted using MLA formatting guidelines. 
You should use the most recent MLA Formatting and Style Guide, which can be found online at 
the Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab (“Purdue OWL” or “OWL”) 
(https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/. This guide provide very specific rules for type 
size, margins, headers, etc. You will be expected to follow all formatting requirements to the 
letter. 

 
For the annotated bibliography (Project 2a), you must compile at least fifteen (15) sources. You 
should strive to use a wide variety of types of sources, with no more than five (5) from Online 
sources. See textbook chapters 38 and 40 for more information on types of sources and how to 
evaluate them. 

 
For the informative report (Project 2b), you should use at least sixty-five percent (65%) (or 
roughly, 10 of the 15 source minimum) of the sources compiled for your annotated bibliography 
in addition to at least two (2) types of field research. See textbook chapter 39 for more 
information on field research. Your informative report should be between 1000-1500 words 
(body), not including headers or the works cited page. 
 
All items submitted to instructor should be through appropriate Blackboard assignment links. 
Submit items as attachments in Microsoft Word (.doc or .docx) or Rich Text (.rtf) format. DO 
NOT SHARE FROM GOOGLE DRIVE OR SIMILAR PROGRAM. 

 
IMPORTANT COMPONENT AND DEADLINE INFORMATION 
 
Wednesday Oct 11  Statement of Topic    30 points 
    *typed, in MLA format 

*should include your research question(s), a working thesis, why 
interested in topic & brief summary of what you already know 
*submit via BB before class and bring to class 

Friday  Oct 27  Project 2a (Annot. Bib.) Draft   20 points 
    *submit via BB before class and bring to class 
Friday  Nov 10  Project 2a (Annot. Bib.) Final   50 points 
    AND Project 2b (Info. Rpt.) Draft  20 points 
    *submit both via separate links on BB before class 
Monday Nov 20  Project 2b In-Class Peer Review  10 points 
    *bring new, typed version to class 
Monday Nov 27  Project 2b (Info. Rpt.) Final   50 points 
    AND Project 2 Reflection   20 points 
    *submit both via separate links on BB before class  
  



PROJECT 3 – ASSIGNMENT INFORMATION SHEET 
Rhetorical Analysis of an Argument (100 points) 

 
 
DESCRIPTION 
 
For project 3, you will write a rhetorical analysis of one of the following arguments: 

 
1. “Hitting Bottom: Why America Should Outlaw Spanking,” by Emily Bazelon, 

reprinted in your textbook on pages 699-702. 
2. “The Young, the Rich, and the Famous: Individualism as an American Cultural 

Value,” by Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel, reprinted in your textbook on pages 704-712. 
3. “Glutton Intolerance,” by Daniel Engber, reprinted in your textbook on pages 714-

718. 
 
A rhetorical analysis focuses on the features of a text as they convey a message and whether such 
text achieves its purpose.  In your rhetorical analysis, you must provide a summary of the 
argument, a statement of the claim being made and an analysis of the rhetorical strategies used.  
Your rhetorical analysis should carefully examine whether the argument is effective or 
ineffective in achieving its purpose.  

 
In developing your analysis, remember that you are not arguing for or against the claim being 
made by the argument; rather, you are evaluating whether the argument is effective or ineffective 
in persuading its audience to agree with said claim.  You should not only examine the questions 
above, but also account for qualities of effective analytical writing found in your textbook.  

 
The genre for this project is rhetorical analysis. Your purpose is to analyze (evaluate) and, 
thereby, persuade your audience that your analysis is correct. Your classmates and your 
instructor are, collectively, your audience. 

 
Use all of Chapter 8, including but not limited to the “Questions for Rhetorical Analysis” on 
page 229, as your guide. Here are some additional questions to get you started analyzing the 
argument: 

 
 What is the subject? 
 Who is the intended audience? 
 What is the claim being made? 

 What reasons are the claim based on? 
 What evidence is presented to support those reasons? 

 What rhetorical appeals are used? How?  
 What are the author’s credentials, and how does she/he represent the information? 
 What values are shared with the audience? 

 How is the text organized? 
 How timely is the information?  
 Which fallacies are present, and how do they affect the message? 

 



DETAIL REQUIREMENTS 
 
All drafts and the final of this project should be typed, double-spaced, in 12-point standard font, 
with one (1) inch margins on all sides.  Your rhetorical analysis paper should be 750-1000 words 
(approximately 3-5 pages of text) in length, not including a Works Cited. Use MLA for source 
documentation (both in-text and citation page) and for paper formatting. 

 
All items submitted to instructor should be through appropriate Blackboard assignment links. 
Submit items as attachments in Microsoft Word (.doc or .docx) or Rich Text (.rtf) format. DO 
NOT SHARE FROM GOOGLE DRIVE OR SIMILAR PROGRAM. 
 
IMPORTANT DEADLINE INFORMATION 

 
Wed  Nov 29  Selection of Argument/In-Class Group Work 10 points 
Fri Dec 1  Continued In-Class Group Work   10 points 
Mon Dec 4  In-Class Peer Review     10 points 
Wed Dec 6  Project 3 Final Paper     50 points 

Project 3 Reflection     20 points 
 
  



FRESHMAN ENGLISH A 
FINAL PROJECT – ASSIGNMENT INFORMATION SHEET 

Final Digital Portfolio (100 points) 
 

 
DESCRIPTION 

 
Pursuant to the syllabus, rather than a final exam, you will create a digital portfolio as 

your final project for this class. This portfolio project is worth 10% of your overall grade.   
 
You are to use a web-based site creation application to create your digital portfolio. 

Instructor recommends using Google Sites because it allows for easy control of privacy settings; 
however, you may use any similar free web hosting application that you are or become familiar 
with for this assignment (e.g., Weebly, WordPress, Tumblr, etc.). You will need to get started on 
this digital portfolio as soon as possible as this is where you’ll post your Blog assignments 
(graded separately) during the semester.  Do not wait until the last few weeks of class to begin 
this project. 

 
You should create a portfolio that is aesthetically appealing, easily navigable, 

comprehensive, and applicable to our course goals and objectives. Your audience is your 
instructor and your purpose is to prove you have achieved the course goals and objectives. Your 
portfolio should cohesively present a reflective argument as to how your work shows you 
achieved the course goals and objectives. Thus, the portfolio and reflective statement should 
show how you learned and applied skills and knowledge about rhetoric and writing. Essentially, 
the assertion of the portfolio is this: “Here are the skills and knowledge I have learn this 
semester, and here’s the evidence* showing that I acquired these skills and this knowledge” 
(*evidence = specific pieces from your writing). 
 
REQUIREMENTS AND DEADLINES 

 
Your portfolio must include the following: 

 A landing/home page that includes: author bio, rhetorical situation, and overview 
 All drafts, finals and reflections of all major projects 
 All blog posts (with date/time and comments feature enabled) 
 A cohesive reflective piece (750-1000 words) that addresses the course goals and 

objectives and uses parts of your writing as evidence 
 

Wed 9/6 by 11:59pm:  First Blog Due (so website blog feature must be set up) 
Throughout semester:  Blogs Due approximately every 2 weeks (see course schedule) 
Mon 12/11 by 11:59pm:       Final Portfolio must be complete 
 
For the first Blog, you will need to submit your link to your portfolio site through the appropriate 
place on Blackboard (will discuss in class). After that, instructor will visit blog after each post 
due date/time and visit same link after Final Portfolio due date/time. 
    


